Panel tasting

Uco Valley Malbec

This high-altitude region is arguably Argentina’s finest for Malbec, says Patricio Tapia,
but the key now is to understand its sub-zones and the different styles they produce
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Uco Valley Malbec:
know your vintages

2015

For those who
picked before the 7 April
rain, it was a fresh and
beautiful vintage with
Malbecs high in aromas
and firm acidity. For
others, the heatwaves
gave opulent, riper reds.

2014

Low yields and
uneven results. A cold
vintage, with Malbecs
rich in nerve and grip.
A good year, as in 2013,
for Uco Valley Malbec.

2013 Dry, fresh year
but with high yields.
Malbecs with intense,
fresh fruit and floral
notes but not as deep
and concentrated as

hoped. Classic mountain
Malbec expressions.

2012

Like 2011, but
with frost-affected
yields (30%-40% less
than normal), this was a
medium-to-hot vintage,
with very concentrated
and ripe fruit.
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Uco Valley
Malbec:
the facts
Malbec plantings in 2015
Argentina 39,302ha
Uco Valley 18,448ha
Breakdown of Uco Valley
Malbec plantings in 2015
San Carlos 8,640ha
Tupungato 5,250ha
Tunuyán 4,558ha

2011

For those
seeking finesse it was a
nightmare: low yields
and very ripe, dark and
concentrated Malbecs.

2010 Refined, fresh
Malbecs from a harvest
two weeks later than
usual. Cold climate
lifted the floral notes.

Patricio Tapia is the
DWWA Regional Chair
for Argentina ➢
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Defining the sub-regions
In addition to the altitude, the influence of the different
sub-regional terroirs is now another key discussion point
among Uco producers. ‘Essentially 99.9% of Argentinian
vineyards are planted on alluvial soils,’ explains
Sebastián Zuccardi of Familia Zuccardi. This material has
been washed down from the mountains to the valleys,
forming (in a very generalised way) rocky, chalky
limestone soils near rivers, sandy soils towards the
agricultural farmlands and, in the flatlands where all
these minerals finally deposited, soils that are heavier,
and richer in clay.
The current focus of Uco Valley producers is to define
Malbec’s spectrum of aromas and flavours based on
these specific sub-regional terroirs. Naturally wine styles
don’t neatly align with political divisions, although an
understanding of them is useful when getting to grips
with the complexity of the region.
From north to south, the first Uco Valley department
is Tupungato, which includes sub-zones such as
Gualtallary and El Peral. Next is the department of
Tunuyán, which is is home to sub-regions as varied as
Chacayes and Vista Flores. Finally the southernmost
department of San Carlos contains, among others, the
famous sub-regions of Altamira and La Consulta.
You may think all Malbecs are the same, but each of
these areas offers a different style. The challenge is for
producers to define these differences and to understand
why they occur – and for consumers to decide which
style best fits their palate preferences.
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Vineyards have been planted in Argentina’s Uco
Valley for over a century, as shown by the old vines of
Malbec that exist in terroirs like Altamira or La Consulta.
The region is just an hour’s drive southwest of the city
of Mendoza, but the big-sky scenery is majestic, with the
Cordillera de Los Andes an imposing and misshapen
backdrop with its peaks of ancient rocks. The altitude is
the main attraction here – the key reason why producers
have come here in droves to plant new vineyards or
revive old ones. Over the past decade, the area under
vine has doubled, with Malbec plantings almost tripling
to 18,400ha (see box right).
Malbec fruit grown at 1,100m to 1,700m altitude has a
taste profile that is very different to what is achieved in
lower-lying areas. The acidity is higher, the flavours
more vivid and the textures more refined thanks to the
mountain climate. Taste examples from cooler vintages
such as 2013, 2014 or the new releases from 2016 and
you will see just how distinctive they are.
‘We planted at higher altitudes because we wanted
an elegance that wasn’t easy to achieve on the valley
floor,’ says Nicolas Catena of Bodega Catena Zapata
which, in 1996, was one of the first to plant in the heights
of Gualtallary, about 1,500m above sea level.
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The results

Outstanding 95–97pts

Gripes with oak and regional identity marred what was otherwise a consistent and
reliable line-up of simple, fruit-forward wines for early drinking. Tina Gellie reports
Using a car analogy, Dirceu Vianna Jr MW compared
these wines to an Audi. ‘Very reliable; I can recommend
them with a degree of confidence,’ he said. ‘But I was
hoping they’d make me feel like I’d driven a Lamborghini
– be exhilarated and amazed; getting goosebumps.’
Fellow judges Phil Crozier and Patricio Tapia agreed,
saying they felt underwhelmed due to the lack of subregional definition, and because Malbec as a variety
doesn’t reflect its terroir well. ‘Argentina should focus on
Malbec blends,’ added Vianna Jr. ‘Or red blends in
general. They are its best wines. Many 100% Malbecs, as
we saw here, are one-dimensional and not very complex.’
But it wasn’t a poor tasting, said our trio; wines
showed a high level of quality, consistency, and stylistic
diversity. ‘Say Malbec to a consumer and they think they
are all big, easy, oaky, sweet, juicy, opulent wines. There
is no one style of Malbec, which is great for different
tastes but also confusing for the consumer,’ noted Tapia.
Looking at the sub-regions, Crozier said the one that
defined its terroir more than any other was Altamira,
though it also had the highest proportion of entries: ‘Its
muscular, minty, eucalypt-menthol aroma and flavours
of red fruit and chalky, wild sage set the wines apart.’ He
also praised the best La Consulta and Los Chacayes
wines for their purity and balanced ripeness.
Vista Flores and Gualtallary provoked the most
discussion. Vianna Jr said they were opposites – the
former being ‘richer, meatier, broader and riper’ and the
latter fresher and more lifted with brighter acidity. ‘Is it
only the terroir speaking,’ he asked, ‘or is it a human
element?’ He explained that winemakers in Gualtallary
were younger, worldly and more experimental, taking
risks with earlier picking, concrete eggs and minimal
intervention. ‘The Vista Flores guys are more old school,
established and traditional with late picking and oak use.’
Crozier agreed: ‘Vista Flores lacks definition; there
are no new producers coming in and breaking
boundaries. It’s the same people doing the same things.

‘There’s no one style of Malbec,
which is great for different
tastes but also confusing’
Patricio Tapia

The scores
150 wines tasted
Exceptional

0

Outstanding

That’s not to say that they don’t do exuberant black
fruits, meatiness, florals and black pepper spice well, but
someone else needs to show a different side of it.’
He said ‘consistent but not very exciting’ was the
tagline to this tasting, due to the challenging 2014 and
2015 vintages being the current releases on the market.
‘But 2013 was a wonderful year, with quality as well as
quantity, and lower alcohol levels which will please
many people looking for a more food-friendly style.’
Alcohol, however, wasn’t as great a concern as the
ever-present issue of oak. Vianna Jr said he understood
the commercial sense of producers making wines to
appeal to the ‘oak-loving American market’ but that did
not excuse poor-quality oak, giving the wine ‘resinous,
sappy notes’, or poor barrel hygiene that ‘led to
off-flavours and brettanomyces’. He was also dismayed
by excessively toasted barrels. ‘Why mask beautiful fruit
by putting it in barrels with over-charred oak?’
Crozier’s biggest gripe centred on ‘overcorrected’
wines: ‘Those that end up being too oaky or not fresh
enough and winemakers try to compensate – too late –
by putting in too much tartaric acidity that kills the fruit,
makes the mid-palate hollow and gives a disjointed,
angular, bitter finish’. He said others were green due to
fruit being picked too early or co-fermented with
another unripe variety like Cabernet Franc (and
undisclosed as a blend on the label).
Vianna Jr said this tasting showcased easy-drinking,
fruit-forward wines – not very challenging or complex
but nor were they overextracted. Open them now and
over the next few years to enjoy them at their peak.

2

Decanter average score: 96/100pts Individual judges’ scores:
Phil Crozier 96 Patricio Tapia 96 Dirceu Vianna Jr 96

£10.25 All About Wine

Recommended

Founded in 1884, Escorihuela Gascón is one of the oldest wineries in
Mendoza. Part of the Catena Group, its wines have been under the
shadow of other brands in the group such as Catena, Alamos or Rutini.
This biodynamic wine is a bright, brilliant take on Altamira and should
put the winery back in the spotlight.

Commended

Phil Crozier A lovely expression of Altamira: herbal, mineral and fresh
aromas with exciting energy and ripe red berries on the palate.

Highly
Recommended

36
77
13

Fair

19

Poor

2

Faulty

1

Patricio Tapia This has all the elegance and strength of Altamira.
Brilliant red fruit flavours on top of spices and wonderful violets notes.
So soft, gentle and well balanced.
Dirceu Vianna Jr Elegant and inviting aromas displaying well-defined
notes of blackberries, blueberries and wild herbs. Then there’s an
explosion of fruit on the palate: juicy with a sophisticated savoury twist
on the finish. Very pure, very wild and very long.
Drink 2016-2018 Alcohol 14%

Bodega Teho, Tomal Malbec,
La Consulta 2014 95 PC 95 PT 95 DVJ 95

£38 The Wine Society

Led by Alejandro Sejanovich, one of the most respected winemakers
and viticulturists in Argentina, Teho is a small bodega producing about
30,000 bottles a year, all elegant, refreshing wines. Its portfolio is
mainly based on two vineyards – Zaha in Altamira and Tomal in La
Consulta. From the latter, planted about 75 years ago, comes this 2014
Malbec, an excellent example of Sejanovich’s restrained style, with La
Consulta showing all its purity and ripeness.
PC Packed full of dark fruits, succulent blueberries and delicate violet
notes. This is wonderfully ripe with an opulent juiciness on the finish.
Simply lovely!
PT Some intense blueberry aromas here, with a soft, round palate that
is friendly in texture and long in flavour. Full of such alluring perfume,
this is a grand example of how elegant La Consulta can be.
DVJ Pure, well-defined and inviting aromas of blueberries, dark
cherries and floral overtones. Juicy and harmonious palate with a
refined, smooth finish.
Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14%

Highly Recommended 90–94pts
Entry criteria: producers
and UK agents were
invited to submit their
latest-release 100%
Malbecs. These can be
from single or multiple
terroirs so long as 100% of
the grapes are from the
Uco Valley.

The judges
Phil Crozier

Patricio Tapia

Dirceu Vianna Jr MW

Crozier is wine director
for the Gaucho
restaurant group,
responsible for the
wine list, including its
200 Argentinian wines.
He also runs the
Gaucho-owned
Malbec vineyard in
Lulunta in Mendoza, which produces Viña
Patricia. Crozier is also involved with the
production of the Corte G range of wines.

Tapia is the DWWA
Regional Chair for
Argentina. He is the
South American wine
critic for Wine &
Spirits, and also writes
the annual
Descorchados
bilingual wine guide to
Argentinian, Chilean and Uruguayan wine.

Originally from Brazil,
Vianna Jr (known as
Junior) joined the
wine trade in 1990
after moving to
London. In 2008, he
became the first South
American male Master
of Wine and is wine
director for Enotria & Coe in the UK. He is also a
wine educator, consultant, writer and judge, as
well as a broadcaster in South America.
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Bodegas Escorihuela Gascón 1884,
Malbec Biodinámico, Altamira 2015

Bodega Argento, Single
Vineyard, Altamira 2014 94

Casa de Uco, Los Chacayes 2013

PC 94 PT 94 DVJ 93

N/A UK www.casadeuco.com

Finca Sophenia, Altosur Malbec,
Gualtallary 2016 93 PC 94 PT 93 DVJ 92
£11.95 Ellis of Richmond

Purity of blackberry with seductive and
graceful violets, chocolate, sweet spices and a
peppery twang. This is complemented by
beautiful savoury notes, smoky bonfire and
coffee. A soft texture, tamed tannins and a
long herbal finish. Drink 2016-2017 Alc 14%

Blackberries, cherries and spice dominate the
nose, and the palate has great depth. Fresh,
tense and electric, this is a fine expression of
the chalky soils of Gualtallary – a fresher
approach to the grape. Graceful, pure and
super bright. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%

Bodega Benegas, Single Vineyard,
Gualtallary 2013 92 PC 92 PT 92 DVJ 92
£21-£25 Las Bodegas, The Secret Cellar

Casa de Uco, Salvaje 2014 92
N/A UK www.casadeuco.com

Finca Ferrer, Finca ñ, Gualtallary
2014 92 PC 93 PT 90 DVJ 92
£18 Freixenet UK

Fragrant and attractive driven by floral notes
as well as ripe, juicy red fruits and a touch of
liquorice. There is a great energy to the
tannins and acidity which gives grip and
refreshes everything. Sophisticated and silky;
a wine for the cellar. Drink 2016-2022 Alc 15%

Appealing perfume of sour red cherry and
leather and alluring flavours of violets,
chocolate and black peppercorns, this is an
honest and clear example of Uco Valley
Malbec. A smart wine, best to enjoy now.
Drink 2016-2017 Alc 14%

Uplifting and inviting aromas of dark cherries
and black pepper. These flow into juicy black
fruits in the mouth along with a complex
graphite and stony edge. There’s a grippy
finish and beautiful freshness too.
Drink 2016-2021 Alc 14.5% ➢

N/A UK www.bodegaargento.com
An utter delight! White pepper and smoky
graphite along with bonfire, forest fruits, dried
herbs and lavender. A lovely earthy character
with an inner electricity shining all the way
through. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14%

94 PC 94 PT 92 DVJ 95

PC 93 PT 92 DVJ 92
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Highly Recommended (continued) 90–94pts

Highly Recommended (continued) 90–94pts

Finca La Luz, Callejon del
Crimen Reserva Malbec, Vista
Flores 2015 92 PC 92 PT 92 DVJ 92
£18 Le Vignoble

Zuccardi, Apelación Malbec,
Vista Flores 2014 91

Youthful and well defined aromas of violets
and blackberries then bright, fresh strawberry
flavours with a hint of spice. The tannins are
soft and round and they have good grip for a
meaty dish. Drink 2016-2018 Alc 14%

BenMarco, Malbec, Vistaflores/
Los Chacayes 2014 91
PC 93 PT 91 DVJ 90

£19 Selfridges, Barrica, Smith’s

Rutini, Single Vineyard Malbec,
Altamira 2012 92 PC 94 PT 89 DVJ 93
£50 Vinal Wine & Food

Altos Las Hormigas, Malbec
Reserve 2014 91 PC 92 PT 90 DVJ 91
£27 AG Wines, Eton Vintners, Halifax Wine Co, Highbury

Leather and menthol aromas with plenty of
herbal characters, complemented by intense
blackberry jam and liquorice flavours. This is
sweet and mellow with hints of black pepper
and clove and a zesty, racy freshness that
underpins the wine. Drink 2016-2019 Alc 14%

Vintners, Liberty Wines, SH Jones, The Wine Reserve

£12 Waitrose Online

Seductive and inviting, this is a modern style
of Malbec which is ripe and sweet with wild
herbs and gentle, oaky notes that make it
peppery and ever so slightly green. Ready for
a barbecue. Drink 2016-2022 Alc 14%

A little tight and restrained on the nose but
there is luscious fruit in the mouth set alight by
lifted exotic spice. Well-integrated acidity
underpins the fruit purity and persistent finish.
Drink 2016-2021 Alc 14%

Bodega Atamisque, Serbal
Malbec 2015 91 PC 92 PT 90 DVJ 90
£15 Harrods, Highbury Vintners, Martinez Wines, Quaff,

Bodegas Salentein, Killka Malbec
2014 91 PC 89 PT 91 DVJ 92
N/A UK www.bodegassalentein.com

The Secret Cellar, Yorkshire Vintners

Intense, pure dark fruits and spices leap from
the glass with meaty and smoky undertones.
There is electric energy here, and beyond the
ripe fruit the tannins and acidity build a tense
structure that will see it mature well in the
mid-term. Drink 2016-2021 Alc 14%

Bright and floral on the nose, this has youthful
dark fruit as well as prunes and earthy tones.
Lean and fine textured in the mouth, the fruit
is a little sweet but there are nice ripe
strawberry flavours and a flower-laden finish.
Drink 2016-2019 Alc 14.5%

A lifted perfume of black fruits with crunchy
violets and red fruits on the palate. Dry and
velvety with friendly tannins to match the
luscious fruit. Pure Malbec but a bit astringent
on the finish. Drink 2016-2018 Alc 14%

Finca Ferrer, Acordeón,
Gualtallary 2015 91 PC 90 PT 94 DVJ 89
£15 Molson Coors, Ocado

Marcelo Pelleriti, 1853 Grey
Label, Vista Flores 2014 91
PC 93 PT 91 DVJ 88

Zuccardi, Polígonos, Los Arboles
2014 91 PC 89 PT 93 DVJ 90
POA Alliance

Ambrosia, Precioso, Gualtallary
2013 90 PC 89 PT 90 DVJ 92
£23.50 Berry Brothers & Rudd

A touch reduced and muted at first, so could
do with decanting, but it then shows beautiful
purity of ripe, juicy fruit. Los Arboles is close to
Gualtallary and shares the violets, spices and
mineral character. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%

A forward and expressive Malbec, where oak
plays a major role, giving rich vanilla aromas
and flavours on top of ripe dark cherry and
raspberry liqueur notes. Despite the dominant
oak, there’s a lovely purity of fruit and a
pleasing finish. Drink 2016-2021 Alc 15%

Bodega Estancia, Los Helechos,
Gualtallary, El Peral/La
Consulta 2013 90 PC 91 PT 91 DVJ 88
N/A UK www.estanciamendoza.com.ar

Bodega Los Haroldos, Roble
Malbec, La Consulta 2014 90
PC 92 PT 89 DVJ 90

Bodega Piedra Negra, Gran
Malbec, Los Chacayes/Agrelo/
La Consulta 2013 90

£11.99 Connolly’s Wine Merchants, Cork & Cask, Harrods,

PC 91 PT 90 DVJ 88

Serious stuff! This is perfumed and vivacious
with notes of blackberries, black olives and
dark chocolate. It is a little warm, but there are
complex spices and an interesting floral
character. A good expression of terroir.
Drink 2016-2019 Alc 14.5%

Momentum Wines, Elegant Wines, The Solent Cellar

£13.99 Roberson

An elegant example with exuberant morello
cherries and wild herbs. A bit too sweet and
floral but the fruit is juicy and the structure
tight enough to balance, leading to a pleasant,
long finish. Drink 2016-2022 Alc 13.5%

Opulent and intense, this Malbec is quite
complex on the nose. It is perhaps a little
dominated by oak, but the fruit is ripe enough
to take it. A style of wine you could lay down
for five years. Drink 2016-2021 Alc 15%

Bodega Santa Julia, Reserva
Malbec 2015 90 PC 89 PT 91 DVJ 89
£10 Sainsbury’s, Watermill Wines

Bodega Toneles, Tonel 137, Los
Chacayes 2012 90 PC 92 PT 91 DVJ 88
£22.90 Copestick Murray

Catena Zapata, Appellation
Malbec, Altamira 2014 90

A little Beaujolais-like in style, this is fragrant,
vibrant and easy to drink. A little unusual,
rustic and a touch stalky, but it is filled with
fresh fruits and a friendly texture that
welcomes you right from the first sip. A vin de
soif style, ready now. Drink 2016-2018 Alc 13%

Lovely minty, lifted fruit, with flecks of
eucalyptus and raspberry. It would be easy to
call this overripe, with its deep, dense liquorice
and dark fruit character; but in fact the crisp
acidity guides it through and leaves a
refreshing finish. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%

POA Bibendum PLB

PC 90 PT 94 DVJ 90

Cuvelier Los Andes, Malbec,
Vista Flores 2014 90

Finca Buenaventura, Aureo
Ruta90, Los Arboles 2013 90

Finca el Origen, Gran Reserva
Malbec, Vista Flores 2014 90

Susana Balbo, Malbec, Altamira
2014 91 PC 94 PT 90 DVJ 90
£25 Ake & Humphris, Field & Fawcett, Hangingditch

PC 90 PT 93 DVJ 90

PC 89 PT 93 DVJ 89

A bright example of a high-altitude Malbec,
this is full of cherries, violets and spices. The
nose is a little rustic but there are lots of herbs
and mineral tones. A little angular on the
palate but ready for grilled meat or tuna.
Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%

N/A UK www.pelleritiwines.com

TintoNegro, Finca La Escuela La
Grava Malbec, Altamira 2014 91

Trapiche, Finca Coletto, El Peral
2012 91 PC 93 PT 91 DVJ 90
£34 The Secret Cellar

Trivento, Malbec 2015 91
N/A UK www.trivento.com

PC 91 PT 90 DVJ 88

PC 89 PT 91 DVJ 89

PC 92 PT 89 DVJ 88

Slightly restrained aromas of blueberries,
chocolate and spice. A powerful style of
Malbec with intense tannins backed up by
sweet fruit and a lovely, energetic graphite
note leading onto a succulent and persistent
finish. Drink 2016-2019 Alc 15%

There is a real emphasis on freshness and
drinkability here. The perfume is intoxicating:
violets, bright strawberries and wild herbs all
mirrored on the palate. The thick tannins act
as guardians around the silky, tender texture.
Drink 2016-2021 Alc 14% ➢

£17.85 Amathus

N/A UK www.fincabuenaventura.com

N/A UK www.fincaelorigen.com.ar

Vista Flores in a sweet vein, this is soft, round
and gentle. Restrained but traditional, the
flavours of clove, sweet raspberry and dark
cherry feel young and intense. Will blossom
with decanting. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 15%

All flowers and fruits on the nose, with a spicy
meatiness on the palate. A monster of a wine
that is a big, bold, textbook version of Malbec.
Balanced and refreshing, yet you can feel the
power behind this. Drink 2016-2017 Alc 15%

Roses and violets in a generous, fleshy style
with sweet red fruit and spice flavours. Gentle
in texture but a little rustic with an angular
finish. In any case, a very good expression of
Vista Flores. Drink 2016-2017 Alc 15% ➢

PC 93 PT 90 DVJ 90

£24.99 Armit Wines
Gently fragrant dark fruits, wild herbs and
cigar box notes. A tender wine, with excellent
concentration of fruit and a pleasantly smooth
and silky finish. A lovely, if not commercial,
take on Altamira. Drink 2016-2018 Alc 14%

Juxtaposing yet appealing aromas of flowers
and graphite that entice you in. The ripe and
voluptuous palate has a very strong and tight
net of tannins, a hint of meatiness and a lifted
finish. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%
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Extremely concentrated on the nose with hints
of mint and eucalyptus. There are mulberry
and raspberry liqueur flavours on the palate
and an earthy, spicy element. This wine is
generous, overt and sophisticated but a little
warm. Drink 2016-2017 Alc 14.5%

Here is someone making something really
different and interesting from Altamira. It is a
fresher, more vibrant, intense style but at the
same time light and airy. Approachable with
leather and dark fruits, giving way to savoury
complexity. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 13.5%
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Highly Recommended (continued) 90–94pts

Lagarde, Primeras Viñas,
Gualtallary 2015 90 PC 91 PT 91 DVJ 89
N/A UK www.lagarde.com.ar

Leo Borsi, Clos Ultralocal,
Altamira 2014 90 PC 91 PT 91 DVJ 89
N/A UK www.leoborsi.com

A darker, riper version of Gualtallary Malbec
with tense tannins and violets. It is alight with
dark fruit, cardamom and coffee on the palate
– juicy and opulent with a great brightness on
the finish. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14.5%

An electric version of Altamira: complex and
youthful dark fruit and a sappy, resinous note.
Red fruit lies behind the oak that shows bretty
flavours but plenty of chalky energy. A little
sweetness on the finish but to no detriment to
enjoyment. Drink 2016-2022 Alc 15%

Recommended (continued) 86–89pts

Manos Negras, Stone Soil
Malbec, Altamira 2015 90
PC 92 PT 88 DVJ 90

£19.99 OW Loeb
A promising nose of violets, dark chocolate
and coffee mixed with cinnamon and
blackberry which all translate lovingly to the
palate. The alcohol feels warm and round, but
there is still a freshness here. Drink 2016-2017
Alc 14%

Wine

Score PC

PT

DVJ

Tasting note

Alc

Solocontigo, Reserva Malbec
2013

89

90

89

A dash of menthol freshness with subtle cloves and violets. A little alcoholic

14.5% 2016-

TintoNegro, Finca La Escuela
El Limo, Altamira 2014

89

TintoNegro, Finca La Escuela
La Arena, Altamira 2014

89

TintoNegro, Malbec 2015

89

89

on the finish, but the texture is alluringly smooth.

89

88

90

89

88

Gently perfumed and vivacious, with a minty freshness. The oak is dominant

14%

TintoNegro, Vineyard 1955
Malbec, La Consulta 2014

89

Trapiche, Pure 2016

89

Trez, Vivante, Vista Flores
2014

89

Zuccardi, Serie A Malbec 2015

89

89
89
91

89
90
90
87

89
89
88
88

Dynamic and invigorating aromas including cedar, dark fruits and sweet

14%

90

87

Drink this now, as it is showing some age, but there’s an inviting bonfire,

90 PC 91 PT 90 DVJ 88

93 DVJ 89

N/A UK www.trapiche.com.ar

N/A UK www.trivento.com

Viña Cobos, Bramare Malbec
2013 90 PC 92 PT 88 DVJ 89
£29.95 Alliance Wine, Carruthers & Kent

Beyond the dominating oak here, there are
buckets of dark, crunchy red fruits and some
tantalising sweet spice notes waiting to be
discovered. It is full-bodied, rich and powerful,
so be patient and wait a couple of years to
enjoy it. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14%

An ambitious Malbec that is deep and
voluptuous. The fruit is ripe and juicy,
balanced by crisp acidity and intriguing
cardamom spices. Not very complex, yet
well-made. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 14%

Robust and impressive, perfumed and
attractive. Big, soft tannins wrapped tenderly
around a ripe fruit core with herbal depth,
giving a sensuous mouthful A voluptuous and
expansive wine. Drink 2016-2020 Alc 15%

Trapiche Perfiles, Calcareo 2015

Trivento, Malbec 2015 90 PC 89 PT

Recommended 86–89pts
Wine

Score PC

PT

DVJ

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

Altivo, Malbec 2014

89

87

90

Fresh and wild on the nose with some green stalky notes. An uplifting and

14%

2016-

£9.30

Christopher Piper

89

youthful style that is easy to enjoy.

Antucura, Malbec,
Vista Flores 2015

89

Bodega Teho, Zaha Malbec,
Altamira 2014

89

Bodegas Salentein, Barrel
Selection 2014

89

Catena Zapata, Adrianna River
Stones, Gualtallary 2013

89

La Celia, Heritage, La
Consulta/Altamira 2012

89

Leo Borsi, Clos Ultralocal,
Los Chacayes 2014

89

Puramun, Malbec, La Consulta/
Eugenio Bustos/Chacayes 2013

89

Riglos, Quinto Malbec 2015

89

Rutini, Trumpeter Malbec
2015

88

92

87

A little reductive at first, but the fruit ripeness shows through: crunchy red

2022
14%

apple and roses. Chill it a bit and serve with grilled tuna.

87
88
87
89
89

91
90
89
89
92

90
89
90
88
87

Beautiful cocktail of dark fruits and sophisticated savoury notes of smoke,

14%

89

88
91

89
90
88

89
88
87

2016-

herbal menthol and coffee. Well structured, hamonious and easy to enjoy.

2020

A little backwards, but showing savoury and earthy notes on top of juicy dark 14%

2016-

cherries and flowers. Layers of detail, showing an intriguing personality.

2020

A ripe, warm version of Gualtallary. Such opulence here with chocolate and

14.5% 2016-

dried herbs. High and voluptuous alcohol, with plenty of uplifting oak.

2020

Ripe blueberry fruit with a touch of menthol. There is tension and brightness. 15%

2016-

Very accessible and well structured, but a little chewy.

2019

A brilliant version of the grape from the heights of Chacayes; tense and tight

A lovely expression of terroir. Juicy and pure black fruit and pepper with a

15%

2016-

14%

20162021

Lovely red fruit flavours and tense, rigid tannins to support the fruit but a little 14%

2016-

overcorrected on the finish. This is a classic Malbec for grilled meat.

2020

and liquorice. A good way to get to know the grape.
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Ruta 40

£21

£12

N/A UK

N/A UK

N/A UK

The Wine Society

Matthew Clark

www.catenawines.com

www.lacelia.com.ar

www.leoborsi.com

2022

touch of lemon sherbet on the finish. Needs some time to mellow.

Simple, classy and a little restrained, this shows bright morello cherry fruit

£13.75

2018

with mineral overtones, with the strength and balance to match grilled lamb.

90

2016-

13.5% 20162017

£24.50

£19

£12

Las Bodegas

Art du Vin, Butlers Wine Cellar, Slurp

Vinal Wine & Food

89

Zuccardi, Aluvional,
Gualtallary 2013

89

Bodega Atamisque, Catalpa
Malbec 2014

88

Bodega Nieto Senetiner, Don
Nicanor Barrel Select 2014

88

Bodega Vistalba, Tomero
Malbec, Los Arboles 2015

88

Bodega Vistalba, Tomero
Reserva, Los Arboles 2013

88

Chakana, Ayni, Altamira 2014

88

87

93

87

14%

89

89

90

87

2016-

blueberry on the palate but tight now; needs a bit of time.

2020

A simple yet generous Malbec with liquorice flavours mixed with flowers and 14%

2016-

blackberries. A little astringent and angular on the finish.

2020

The alcohol is certainly present here, but the palate delivers warm spices of

14.5% 2016-

88

87

Attractive black pepper spice combined with sweet fruits and an ample

14%

90

87

Heaps of dark fruit, citrus peel and dried herbs. Vibrant and tense, with the

90

88

91

86

Lots of graphite and bonfire notes with leathery complexity. The fruit and

14.5% 2016-

88

Finca el Origen, Reserva Estate,
Vista Flores 2015

88

Finca La Luz, Callejon Crimen
GR, Vista Flores 2014

88

Gauchezco, Oro, Los Arboles
2013

88

Gauchezco, Oro, Altamira 2013

88

87

89

89

Dark fruits and a touch of cocoa powder, creamy chocolate, mocha and

14.5% 2016-

Gouguenheim, Blue Melosa
2012

88

Kaiken, Ultra Malbec, Altamira/
Gualtallary/Vistaflores 2014

88

Lorca, Gran Lorca Poético,
Vista Flores 2009

88

Marcelo Pelleriti, Borregos,
Vista Flores 2015

88

Marcelo Pelleriti, Malacara,
Vista Flores 2015

88

87
87
88
88
86

88
88
90
89
88
89

86
90
88
87
87
88

The minty freshness and ripe fruit aromas jump into your mouth. This could

14%

87

88

Sweet and mellow, this is drinking well now. Perhaps a little coarse on the

14%

88

89

Lifted perfume and flavours of spices and plums with a solid base of acidity

15%

88

87

Thankfully the sweet spice notes, prunes and raisins stay up front of the

Armit Wines

N/A UK

www.trapiche.com.ar

£12.46

Dago Wines, Vinum Terra

£13

Alliance Wines, Highbury Vintners

£45

Waitrose Online

N/A UK

www.trapiche.com.ar

£18

Hennings, Planet Of The Grapes, Selfridges

2016-

POA

Fareham Wine Cellar

2016-

£12.99

Blends Wine Estate UK

2016-

N/A UK

www.bodegavistalba.com

14%

2016-

£21.49

Fortnum & Mason, Grand Cru, Hailsham
Cellars, Hares Fine Wine, M&O trading, The
Wine Store, Vintage Marque

£14.99

Old Butchers Wine Shop

N/A UK

www.fincaelorigen.com.ar

£18

Le Vignoble

N/A UK

www.gauchezco.com

£29

Abbey Fine Wines, Lant Street, Twenty
One Wines, Wapping Wines,The Whalley
Wine Shop

£14.99

Adnams Stores, House of Townend,
Tanners

£14

widely available via UK agent Liberty
Wines

£33

Las Bodegas

N/A UK

www.pelleritiwines.com

N/A UK

www.pelleritiwines.com

2020

A little tight on the nose but delivers a succulent cocktail of dark fruits and

14.5% 20162020

Peppery on the nose, this is quite phenolic with a rich seam of black fruit on

13.5% 2016-

the finish. Simple and correctly made – an easy Malbec for a barbecue.

2017

Charming white pepper and flowers on the nose, but it is a little alcoholic and 15%

2016-

over extracted. Loads of dark fruit to back up the untamed tannins.

2020

A classic textbook style combining ripeness and juiciness of the Malbec grape 14%

2016-

with the freshness it gets from the Uco Valley. Beautiful.

2020

This will be a popular style: sweet and mellow with veins of liquorice and

14%

2016-

prune and a hardy grip on the finish.

2019

A little oak-dominated, but there’s still some ripe, sweet cherry flavours and a 14%

2016-

lovely herbal tint. A characterful, commercial wine.

2018

The weighty alcohol is balanced out by richness of fruit and earthy tar notes.

14.5% 20162022

This appears surprisingly young for a 2009 vintage. A creamy texture and

This is sweet, smooth and as soft as cream with earthy undertones. Feeling a

15%

20162020

14%

20162018

Sweet rosewater and hibiscus notes – a simple approach to the grape that is
generous and harmonious, showing lovely Vista Flores character.

£43

2022

little tired though, so drink up soon.

88

Armit Wines

2017

engaging juiciness with hints of earth, but perhaps a little warm in alcohol.

86

£14.99

2017

Perhaps a little overblown on the palate, but a strong structure.

89

Armit Wines

2018

ripeness in the mouth with flashes of coffee and spice.

89

£24.99

2020

dominating oak. Powerful and grippy, with a touch of bitterness.

Finca Agostino, Agostino
Malbec, La Consulta 2014

Armit Wines

2021

and tannins. This is a wine for the cellar.

86

2016-

14.5% 2016-

palate, but all the right flavours and fruit intensity are there.

86

£24.99

2020

do with some food to balance the astringent and angular components.

88

www.solocontigowine.com

2022

cardamom. Prunes, raisins and firm tannins, if a little bitter on the finish.

90

2016-

The nose is retrained and mysterious, with a focus on super-ripe fruit. Hints of 14%

spice hold up the huge tannins on an attractive, savoury finish.

87

2016-

2018

alcohol in front and a little dryness on the finish.

89

2016-

strawberry and cherry complexity. An invigorating savoury note too.

texture. Well structured but the finish seems a little tart.

Zuccardi, Aluvional, Altamira
2013

N/A UK

2020

cinnamon and clove plus hibiscus and violets on a creamy, smooth finish.

89

Stockists

2019

spices. A little tight on the palate and tart on the finish.

88

Price

2017

here, but there is a nice sweet layer of ripe fruit behind it.

89

Drink

14%

20162017
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uco valley malbec

Panel tasting

Recommended (continued) 86–89pts
Wine

Score PC

PT

DVJ

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

Tamarí, AR, La Consulta/
Altamira 2013

88

88

88

Someone has emptied their spice cabinet here: cloves and cinnamon coupled 15%

2016-

N/A UK

www.tamari.com.ar

with a herbal, menthol note and leafy undertones. Interesting and enjoyable.

2020

Trapiche, Ambrosia,
Gualtallary 2012

88

Trapiche, Estacion 1883 2015

88

89
85

93

85

A 2012 and still holding up nicely. Ripeness feels tremendous, but all of its

15%

components are equally imposing. A touch too firm, with a hint of bitterness.

90

88

87

A generous youthful Malbec with ample crunchy red and black fruits and

88

Trivento, Malbec 2015

88

Vaglio, Aggie 2014

88
88

Zuccardi, Q Malbec, Altamira/
Vista Flores 2014

88

Achaval Ferrer, Finca Altamira,
Altamira/La Consulta 2013

87

Angulo Innocenti, Malbec,
La Consulta 2013

87

Avarizza, Reserva, Vista Flores
2013

87

Bodega Alta Vista, Temis,
El Cepillo 2012

87

Bodega Argento, Reserva
Malbec 2014

87

Bodega Atamisque, Atamisque
Malbec, La Consulta 2013
Bodega Benegas, Lynch,
Gualtallary 2013
Bodega Los Haroldos, Sln da
Familia, La Consulta 2013

89

88

The warmth of the alcohol is fighting to overthrow the balance, but the

88
87
89
91
89

89
88
88
87
87

86
89
88
87
86

Noticeably oaky on the nose, displaying a darker side of the grape: dark

15%

87

85

14%

87

89

A little subdued, with black pepper and cassis aromas. A Malbec in a Cabernet 14%

2016-

style, with rigid tannins to match a steak.

2018
15%

87

87

2021

Closed at first, but opens out broadly onto bonfire and graphite coupled with 14%

2016-

delicate fruit notes. There’s a feeling of high alcohol, with a hint of bitterness.

2022

Evolved aromas of liquorice and leather. There are mushroom notes in the

14%

This has lost a bit of its definition from excessive oak, but the fruits are

Beautiful purity of fruit, with sugar plum and present oak notes. The tannins

What a lovely nose. This is a super-charged blockbuster of a Malbec! Big

87

85

Fresh and green on the nose – a nice idea but perhaps picked a little early.

14%

88

85

88

No doubt this is nicely made; it’s a new kind of style with cocoa and black

89

86

86

Dark fruits, citrus peel and chocolate are evident on the bouquet, but the

84

91

86

A Malbec with generosity. And despite a touch of heaviness, there is

15%

85

87

90

14%

87

Cadus, Gualtallary 2014

87

87

84

89

14%

92

88

Displaying a touch of barnyard flavour mixed with cherries and violets. An

15%

87

Gouguenheim, Estaciones
Malbec 2015

87

Luigi Bosca, Terroir Los
Miradores 2013

87

Manos Negras, Malbec,
Altamira 2015

87

Marcelo Pelleriti, Malacara,
Vista Flores 2015

87

Rutini, Apartado Gran Malbec,
T’gato/A’mira/Consulta 2013

87

83

89

89

An expressive Malbec exuding an intense character of dried herbs and

84

87

A little oxidised, but the spice and chocolate notes shine through and in fact

90
89

90
86
85

86
86
86

A nicely made Malbec that is perhaps a little overripe with prune and raisin

87

86

2016-

2016-

14%

2016-

Alliance Wines

Corney & Barrow, Highbury Vintners

£18

DVJ

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

TintoNegro, Finca La Escuela
Piedra, Altamira 2014

87

89

89

Discreet, elegant and pure. Herbal notes and floral overtones, but a bit dry

14%

2016-

£24.99

Armit Wines

TintoNegro, Finca La Escuela
Malbec, Altamira 2014

87

£24.99

Armit Wines

Zuccardi, Tito, Altamira 2012

87

£25

Alliance Wine, Carruthers & Kent

N/A UK

www.altivowines.com

£22

Roberson

N/A UK

www.bodegavistalba.com

£19.75

Vintage Roots

£13.95

Vintage Roots

N/A UK

www.fincaelorigen.com

£11.95

Barrica Wines, Christopher Piper, Ellis
Wines

N/A UK

www.gauchezco.com

£18.99

Field & Fawcett, Kwoff, South Downs
Cellars

£14.99

Armit Wines

£11.99

HispaMerchants

POA

HispaMerchants

£14.99

Majestic

£10.99

Majestic

84
88
83

87
90

86
89

and hollow on the finish. Needs a few years in bottle to mellow.

2019

Dynamic aromas of dark fruits and pronounced spicy notes. A little sappy and 14%

2016-

resinous underneath all the power and breadth.

2017

This is a polished, modern, serious style of Malbec. The texture is vigorous and 14.5% 2016-

N/A UK

£50

N/A UK

N/A UK

£24

£42

£13.99

Altivo, Secret, Eugenio Bustos
2011

86

Bodega Piedra Negra, Reserve,
Los Chacayes 2015

86

Bodega Vistalba, Tomero Gran
Reserva, Los Arboles 2013

86

Domaine Bousquet, Grande
Reserve 2014

86

Domaine Bousquet, Reserve
Malbec 2014

86

Finca el Origen, Estate Malbec
2015

86

Finca Sophenia, ES Vino
Malbec 2015

86

Gauchezco, Oro,
Gualtallary 2013

86

Lorca, Lorca Poético, Vista
Flores 2011

86

Manos Negras, Atrevida Malbec
2015

86

Marcelo Pelleriti, Sol Fa Soul
Malbec 2015

86

RPB, Ricordi Famiglia,
Gualtallary 2013

86

Viñalba, Gran Reservado
Malbec 2013

86

Viñalba, Reserve Malbec 2014

86

83

88

88

2021

Very oaky on the nose – an impressively sized Malbec that is expressing figs

15%

and prunes and showing nice complexity from the bottle age.

82

93

82

2020

A pretty, jolly example of high-altitude Malbec that is altogether bright and

14.5% 2016-

tense, with a touch of sappiness beneath the ripeness.

80

90

89

2020

At first the oak is dominant but with a little oxygen the voluptuous ripe fruits

15%

show through combined with savoury notes typical of this area.

86

88

84

88

84

A simple and pure expression of the grape; plenty of red fruit and black tea

14.5% 20162019

A flash of white pepper and a dash of black fruit. Undeniably firm tannins, but 14.5% 2016the palate appears a little hollow. Enjoy with a meat dish.

81

87

89

20162021

flavours. A little angular, but with a soft layer of tannins.

87

2016-

2018

A light and simple style that is floral and seductive, enticing you to take

13.5% 2016-

another sip. This would pair wonderfully with sausages.

2017

Dalling & Co, Park Vintners, Smith's

84

88

86

Restrained black-fruited perfume. The palate is punchy and pure, but there is 14.5% 2016a distinct bitterness that will improve with time.

2018

A rigid and imposing example of Gualtallary Malbec: raisin and prune flavours 14%

2016-

with a charming flash of black pepper and clove spice.

2021

www.avarizza.com

84

88

86

Charles Wells Brewery

84

88

85

The sweet side of the Malbec grape with cloves tumbling over black

14.5% 2016-

peppercorns. The violets are intense and the oak has been judged well.

2022

www.bodegaargento.com

84

86

89

A promising nose of chocolate and coffee which moves onto vanilla spice,

14%

though the ripe and juicy finish is slightly disjointed.

20162016

www.bodegaargento.com

Hennings, Highbury Vintners, Wine Utopia

www.bodegabenegas.com

Le Vignoble, Nicholls & Perks, Vinotopia,
Wine Poole, Worcester Wines,

£19

Bibendum PLB

14%

2016-

£12-

2020

£13.99

D Byrne & Co, Magnum Wineshops, Real
Ale, Stewart Wines

14%

2016-

POA

Bibendum PLB

£8.99

Adnams Stores, House of Townend,
Tanners

2016
13.5% 20162017
14.5% 2016-

2016-

and a bright finish, despite a bit of warmth from the alcohol.

2020
14.5% 2016-

£18.99

Bancroft Wines, The Wine Library

£14.99

OW Loeb

N/A UK

www.pelleritiwines.com

£80

Vinals Wine & Food

2018

A fair amount of warmth from the alcohol, but it is glossy and inky displaying 14.5% 2016-
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PT

84

86

87

A bit muted on the nose, but there is a gentle acidity cutting through dried

14%

cherries and cloves. A perfect Malbec for empanadas.

89

88

82

2021

Lots of graphite on the nose and the depth of sweet fruit and round tannins is 13.5% 2016amazing, even though it is slightly overoaked.

84

88

86

2018

Hot and ripe fruit flavours – a 1990s kind of Malbec. Dried flowers sit

15%

alongside earth and leather in this big, beefy style of Malbec.

89

84

86

2016-

20162019

A very modern style that is classy and forward, showing menthol, damson

14.5% 2016-

and mulberry alogside more earthy, savoury notes.

2018

2019

There are slightly cooked fruits that are balanced out by sage and wild herbs 14%

intense dark fruits, coffee and mocha and hints of bitter chocolate.

£57.50

2022

2020

and happily harmonious finish.

88

2016-

fruit. All the same, the bitter chocolate and cardamom notes are pleasing.

A very ripe glass of fruit here. A classic commercial style, with a silky texture

£15

Alliance Wine, Carruthers & Kent

2022

leave a pleasant, juicy, crunchy red-fruit finish.

85

2016-

15.5% 2016-

cherries with a savoury twist. A grand combination of terroirs.

89

£59.95

www.joselovaglio.com

2018

unusual savouriness here that is earthy but surprisingly pretty.

Catena Zapata, Nicasia,
Altamira/La Consulta 2013

N/A UK

www.trivento.com

2018

spices are appealing and inviting, encouraging another sip.

82

2016-

Invigorating and piercing aromas of blueberries, blackberries and wild herbs. 13.5% 2016-

A big Malbec but it needs to develop personality. Sweet vanilla and exotic

N/A UK

2018

This is showing a little age, with caramelised notes and delicious harmony.

Bodegas Escorihuela Gascón
1884, Al’mira/C’sulta/EB 2014

Laithwaites

2019

brightness and vibrancy here from the extremely ripe fruit components.

87

POA

2022

tannins are fierce and fighting for attention. A little tight but friendly.

87

2016-

14.5% 2016-

pepper notes and some wild rocket bitterness.

87

Score PC

the palate a little sweet and oaky, but it is easy to enjoy.

2020

The palate is exuberant with firm tannins adding support.

87

Enotria & Coe

2017

cherries and cocoa developing into savoury tertiary characters.

88

2016-

stewed but a pleasing style that is youthful and intense.

are a little savage; needs a bit more time.

88

20162018

extremely ripe and the violets and lavender notes are heavily appealing.

84

2016-

chocolate, mocha and prunes. Powerful, rich but lacking freshness.

Cardamom and blueberry pie exuding from the glass. A little unctuous and

POA

Great Western Wine

2018

midst of ripe dark fruit. Drink now before it dries out.

89

(2011)

Wine

2020

super-ripe fruit and soft tannins just about keep it in check.

Viña Cobos, Bramare Rebon
Vineyard, La Consulta 2013

Bodega Argento, Reserva
Organic Malbec 2014

86

£29.50

2022
14.5% 2016-

sweet flavours. It is quite dry on the palate but bright on the finish.

Trapiche, Orellana,
La Consulta 2012

2016-

Recommended (continued) 86–89pts

2017

Commended 83-85pts

n Ambrosia, Viña Unica, Gualtallary 2013 85, 15%
2016-2020, £18.50 Berry Bros & Rudd n Catena Zapata,
Appellation Malbec, La Consulta 2014 85, 13.5%
2016-2017, POA Bibendum PLB n Chakana, Estate
Selection Malbec, Altamira 2013 85, 14% 2016-2022,
£18.99 Aged in Oak, Hailsham Cellars, Harvey Nichols,
Partridges, Roberts & Speight, Square Wine Co, Taste Fine
Wine, Taylors Fine Wines, The Wine Store, Trinas Wines,
The Fareham Wine Cellar, The Lovely Little Wine Shop,
Thomas Peatling, Wine of Course n Finca Buenaventura,

Yolo, Los Arboles 2014 85, 14% 2016-2017, N/A UK
www.fincabuenaventura.com n Finca Sophenia,
Synthesis Malbec 2014 85, 14.5% 2016-2017, £23.95
Ellis Wines n Lorca, Fantasía, Vista Flores 2016 85,
14% 2016-2020, £11.99 Good Wine Online, Planet of the
Grapes, The Wright Wine Co n Riglos, Gran Malbec
2012 85, 14.5% 2016-2018, £29 Cru, Ten Green Bottles,
Wright Wine Co n TintoNegro, Limestone Block
Malbec, Los Chacayes 2015 85, 14% 2016-2018, £19.99
Armit Wines n Trez, Reserva, Vista Flores 2011 85,
14% 2016-2022, £19.25 Dago Wines n Antonio Mas,

Single Vineyard Malbec 2013 84, 14% 2016-2018, £11
Uncorked n Finca Sophenia, Reserve Malbec 2015 84,
14.5% 2016-2020, £15.95 Ellis Wines, The Wine Reserve
n La Celia, Elite, La Consulta/Altamira 2013 83, 15%
2016-2020, N/A UK www.lacelia.com.ar n Lorca, Opalo,
Vista Flores 2013 83, 14.5% 2016-2017, £16.99 Gaucho

79 n Rutini, Encuentro Malbec 2014 78 n Leo Borsi,
Revolucion Ultralocal Garage, Los Chacayes 2014 77
n Antucura, De Una, Vista Flores 2015 76 n La
Celia, Pioneer 2014 76 n O Fournier, Urban Uco
Malbec, El Cepillo, La Consulta 2014 76
n Solocontigo, Primera Amante 2014 76

Fair 76-82pts

Poor 70-75pts

n Altos Las Hormigas, Malbec Terroir 2014 82
n Antonio Mas, Núcleo Malbec 2014 82 82 n Bodega
Toneles, Tonel 46, Los Chacayes 2013 82 n O
Fournier, Alfa Crux Malbec, La Consulta 2010 82
n Gouguenheim, Reserva Malbec 2014 81 n Marcelo
Pelleriti, 1853 White Label, Vista Flores 2015 81
n Marcelo Pelleriti, Borregos Red Blend, Vista Flores
2015 81 n Marcelo Pelleriti, Kauzo Malbec-Malbec,
Vista Flores/La Consulta 2015 81 n Tres 14, Tinto
de Garage 2014 81 n Marcelo Pelleriti, Kauzo
Malbec-Cabernet Sauvignon, Vista Flores/La
Consulta 2015 80 n Finca Buenaventura, Aureo de
Colección, Los Arboles 2012 80 n O Fournier, Sierra
Cruz Malbec 2014 79 n Solocontigo, Premium 2014

n Luminis, Allamand Malbec, Altamira 2013 72
n Luminis, Allamand Malbec 2013 70

Faulty

n Ricominciare, Altisimo Malbec 2010 (cork taint)

For full UK stockist details, see p127 ➢
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My top three
Phil Crozier

My top three
Patricio Tapia

My top three
Dirceu Vianna Jr MW

n Bodegas Escorihuela Gascón 1884,
Malbec Biodinámico, Altamira 2015

n Bodegas Escorihuela Gascón 1884,
Malbec Biodinámico, Altamira 2015

n Bodegas Escorihuela Gascón 1884,
Malbec Biodinámico, Altamira 2015

I loved this wine. While it had lots of
tension and energy, it was also very
elegant, and a very pure expression of
Altamira. The herbal notes and the minty
freshness combine beautifully with the
fruit. 96 Drink 2016-2018

A new member of Escorihuela’s portfolio,
this wine comes from the El Cepillo area.
It’s a pure, juicy and crunchy take on
Malbec; a wine to drink by the pool in
summer. 96 Drink 2016-2018

Spanish immigrant Miguel Escorihuela
Gascón bought his first vines in 1884,
aged 19. A generous philanthropist, he
was considered a local hero by the end of
his life. This wine is as bountiful as its
founder: an amazing explosion of fruit on
the palate. 96 Drink 2016-2018

n Bodega Teho, Tomal Malbec,
La Consulta 2014 The blueberry fruit,
richness and opulence that this region
brings to Malbec is wonderful. The
perfume is so generous, with wild violets
and roses and seamless tannins on the
finish. 95 Drink 2016-2020

n Casa de Uco, Los Chacayes 2013
This boasts lots of spicy, coffee and
mocha notes, with a touch of smoky
bonfire – seemingly one of the traits of
this new region. An assault on the senses.
94 Drink 2016-2017

n Finca Sophenia, Altosur Malbec,
Gualtallary 2016 The 2016 vintage is
probably the best year in Argentina’s
modern history, especially if you like
crisp, refreshing wine like this, full of
bright fruit, zippy acidity and tight, yet
refined texture. 93 Drink 2016-2020

n Casa de Uco, Salvaje 2014 The Los
Chacayes district in Tunuyán could be the
next big star in the Uco Valley. Many great
Malbecs are emerging from its chalky,
stony soils. This is resrained and bright
with luminous fruit. A red made for grilled
meat. 92 Drink 2016-2017

NB: the tasters’ top wines are not necessarily their top-scoring, rather those which, on learning
the wines’ identity, they feel are the most notable given their provenance, price or other factors

n Finca Sophenia, Altosur Malbec,
Gualtallary 2016 High-altitude,
low-yielding vineyards on sandy and
rocky soil with excellent natural drainage
and in the hands of a talented winemaking
team. All makes for a graceful, fresh and
stylish Malbec. 92 Drink 2016-2020

n Zuccardi, Apelación, Vista Flores
2014 The Zuccardi family is known for its
humility, hard work and vison, and this
elegant and bright Malbec shows
exceptional purity, underpinned by fresh
acidity leading to a long finish that
includes a cocktail of dark fruits and
exotic spices. 90 Drink 2016-2021

Expert summary: Patricio Tapia
Defined sub-regional styles are still a work in progress in the Uco Valley but the
momentum is there, along with Malbecs whose fresh fruit is not dulled by excess oak

Patricio Tapia is the
DWWA Regional Chair
for Argentina and author
of the annual bilingual
Descorchados wine guide
to Argentinian, Chilean
and Uruguayan wine

As well as confirming the intrinsic quality of Uco
Valley Malbec, this tasting posed the question of
sub-regional variation. Is the diversity of soils, altitudes
and topographies having a real effect on the character
of wine here? The answer is yes, but with reservations.
It is obvious that there were many differences
between the 150 Malbecs that we tasted, and also some
similarities – maybe it’s better to call them trends.
Generally speaking, the lower (or better) use of new oak
has allowed the fruit flavours to sing more clearly. On
that same theme, flavours feel fresher thanks to better
maturity of the grapes; the overripeness that commonly
led to standardisation in Argentinian wines now seems
to be firmly in the past. Overall the judges agreed that
Uco Malbecs are reliable and consistent in quality.
As to whether there are clearly defined sub-regional
styles, there was some – perhaps limited – evidence of
this. Examples of Gualtallary showed us lively, fresh,
radiant wines, with herbal aromas and fruit in mediumto light-bodied styles, while Vista Flores, on the other
side of the spectrum, showed denser, more mature and
voluptuous wines. Altamira offered Malbecs of great
structure as well as vivid and fresh aromas – a sort of
halfway house between the first two. La Consulta, one of
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the most traditional areas in the Uco Valley, had some
examples of great radiance, elegance and softness,.
Every time we tasted a wine that spoke clearly of its
place, our mood changed; we were buoyant! However,
there were very few such wines. Many were very well
made but could have come from anywhere in Argentina.
I have closely observed the evolution of Argentina’s
wine scene over the past 20 years and I’ve never before
seen such a keen interest by producers in defining these
different faces of Malbec. Today soil studies abound, as
well as research into the effect of altitude or even how
vegetation around the vineyards affects the grape’s
flavours. But it is still a work in progress.
What I would emphasise, on the evidence of this
tasting, is that although they are still rare, clearly
defined, sub-regional, terroir-driven Malbecs are being
made and they are the real future of this grape that has
made its home at the foot of the Andes mountains. D

‘Every time we tasted a wine that
spoke of its place we were buoyant!
However, there were very few’

